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Lewis County Shelter Program
OUR MISSION:
Through housing and supportive services, Lewis County Shelter Program offers hope and a new beginning for the most vulnerable citizens of Lewis County.  

Rebuilding Hope and Lives Since 1992

To contact us:
Mailing:
Lewis County Shelter Program
P.O. Box 131
Chehalis WA 98532

Physical:
713 N. Tower
Centralia, WA 98531


Phone: 360-736-5140
Fax: 360-736-7169
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Lewis County Shelter Program
The Lewis County Shelter Program began as a faith-based non-profit 501(C) (3) and an all volunteer organization providing emergency shelter during the fall of 1992.  This was a cooperative venture involving a number of churches in the Chehalis/Centralia area, as well as  several service organizations.  Services soon expanded to include not only emergency shelter but also meals in church parish halls.

In 1999 LCSP took some bold new steps.  The by-laws and name were changed demonstrating a growing independence from the Lewis County Association of Churches.  They expanded the Shelter’s services to provide year-around shelter with donated space through local churches.  This arrangement between the LCSP and the local churches continued until 2004.  The Shelter received a grant from the State of Washington providing transitional rental assistance and supportive services to 1 family with children.  LCSP also purchased its first property, The Wilson Apartments, with the hopes of remodeling to provide both a permanent shelter location as well as low income permanent housing. 

In 2001 LCSP hired its first paid executive director and was donated a house that allowed for 6 permanent shelter beds for women with children.  The transitional rental assistance program expanded in 2002 to serve 8 additional households.  LCSP also demonstrated its commitment to the community in responding to a need to assist in the relocation of residents of a mobile home park as well as being  active participants in the country’s Continuum of Care Planning. 

2003 was another watershed year for LCSP.  The refinancing of the Wilson Apartments finally got the remodeling of that facilities for the use of emergency shelters and the remodeling of the Wilson.  By year’s end LCSP had a permanent 14-bed men’s shelter open in the Wilson Apartments and received a conditional use to operate a 20 bed shelter in Chehalis for women and children.  

Phase 1 of the Russell Road Apartments was fully occupied by the end of 2005.  LCSPO is the general partner and provides case management services to 5 homeless set-aside units. 

Given the diverse types of housing being provided by LCSP, and their key role in addressing homelessness and housing in the western half of Lewis County, the State of Washington in partnership with Lewis County awarded the Board of Directors of LCSP a Planning Grant to identify key steps to be taken to better position themselves for their growth and ever increasing business sophistication needed to be a thriving and dependable partner in Lewis County.
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Case Management

During the time that people are in Emergency Shelter, Transitional Housing or in a program to get into affordable permanent housing  they are required to meet weekly with Talia, LCSP Case Manager.  During these meetings she is able to give them information on different resources, be a support system to help move the person in the right direction and really emphasizes the need to participate in and follow all of the program requirements.    
For The Women/Family and Men's Shelter, 
We Are Currently In Need Of: 

Toothbrushes

Razors
Feminine Hygiene 
Diapers (all sizes)
Products
Soap
Shampoo
Sheets
Washcloths
Towels
Pillows 
Blankets
For The Transitional Housing Program, We Are Currently In Need Of:
Laundry Basket
Blankets
Toilet Brush
Laundry Soap
Kitchen Utensils
Dish Cloths
Brooms
Pots and Pans
Kitchen Towels
Mops
Glasses
Wash Cloths
Dishwashing Detergent
Dishes
Shower Curtains
Twin Beds
Vacuum Cleaner
Shampoo/Conditioner
Kitchen Table/ Chairs
Coffee Pot
Soap
Dressers
Trash Bags

Bunk Beds
Trash Cans

Sheets
Cleaning Supplies

If you would like to adopt a transitional family to help provide items to set up new households, you can click here or feel free to contact us at:   360-736-5140  and ask us how.

If you would like to donate items to our transitional program, or to the shelters, please call 360-736-5140 Monday—Friday, 9am to 5pm.
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Emergency Shelter Services To:
Single Men Households
Single Women Households
Families w/Children
Adults
Children
Total
Total Bed Nights
95
19
20
25
45
184
5,756
*Out of these services 43 households moved into permanent affordable housing.
Transitional Program Services To:
Adults
Children
Households
Transitional Bed Nights
30
60
24
16,372
Total Homeless Services Provided To The Community


Total People Served
Total House Holds
Out of People Served This Many Were Children
Total Bed Nights
274
158
105
22,128
People We Were Unable to Serve For The
Transitional Program and  The Emergency Shelter Program

Total Number of Households
Total Number of Individuals
Total Number of Families w/Children
574
1022
212
(660 People)

The Transitional Housing Program provides supportive services for families with children in their homes to increase success for the family in maintaining housing stability.  To do this we use 3 different programs.

McKinney
THORA
Homeless Set-Aside Units

These three programs use very similar methods to assist families by providing scattered leasing, with supportive services including: goal setting, housing stability planning, rent assistance, and case manager services to move families toward self-determination.  The minimum amount of time to be in each program is 90 days with a maximum time of 24 months. 
As a participant in The Transitional Housing Program, you have specific rights and responsibilities that you should be aware of and understand.  Please read the following information carefully.  

Your family may be accepted into this program because of homelessness and because of your stated desire to set and attain goals which will lead to self-sufficiency.  Failure to set and/ or work toward your goals or failure to maintain housing will end your participation in The Transitional Housing Program. 

Your family’s participation in The Transitional Housing Program can be terminated if any of the following should apply:

You fail to provide income verification
You miss 25% of your appointments in one month
You miss two monthly meetings
Your case manager is unable to reach you
You do not participate in Work First when required or become sanctioned by DSHS
You do not set goals for family self-sufficiency
You do not take steps to accomplish these goals
You do not turn in your monthly report
You do not pay rent and/ or receive an eviction notice
You reach the maximum allowed time for program participation
You have an unauthorized/ unreported change in household composition
You are late more than once with your rent
You test positive on a urinalysis
You fail to maintain a safe and sanitary environment

As a participant in The Transitional Housing Program your rights include:

The right to be heard and explain your circumstances
The right to reschedule a home visit in an emergency or due to illness
The right to live in safe and decent housing
The right to pay no more than 30% of your gross income for rent
The right to expect your case manager to advocate for you in securing or maintaining other social services
The right to speak with the supervisor if you disagree with your case manager.  
	(The decision of the supervisor will be final.)

Please be aware that the goal of The Transitional Housing Program is to help homeless families find and sustain decent, affordable housing and to help families move towards a healthy and self-sufficient lifestyle.


If you would like to fill out a Transitional Housing Application please click on the following link: 

Transitional Housing Application.

Please note that you need to print out the application and fill it out completely.  Please make sure you have all the required documentation, and bring it to:  The Lewis County Shelter Program, 713 N. Tower Centralia, WA 98531.  We are open Monday—Friday 9am to 5pm.  
 
Please also Note that the Essay Questions are yours to keep.  These will be the exact questions you will be asked during the interview process to see if you will be a good candidate for The Transitional Housing Program.

We serve single men, families with children and single women.  The requirements are that you must be sober and drug free for three days prior to coming into shelter, must not have a sex offender status or arrest warrants.  We offer a safe supportive environment for individuals and families to rebuild their lives, save money and get into stable housing situations.  
Through one of our programs: McKinney, THORA and Homeless Set-Aside Units we are able to help move homeless families with children into our affordable housing program.  

We currently have 10 set aside units at Russell Road Apartments that we manage, and we provide services for 10 set aside units at South Creek Apartments.  

Another service we can provide for single men and single women is helping them to get into the Wilson Apartments.  The Wilson Apartment is owned by the Lewis County Shelter Program, and has single occupancy rooms which we rent out.  
Home
History of LCSP
Board of Directors	
LCSP Staff and Contact Info
What We Do
How We Serve
Who We’ve Served
Forms
Forms
Forms
Forms
Forms
Forms
Forms
Forms
Forms
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Click on the following links to open up the application (s) you are looking for. Adobe will open, and you may print a copy of the application.  Please fill it out completely.

When the application (s) is/are completed please be sure to have any and all appropriate documentation attached, and return it to:
		LCSP
		713 N. Tower
		Centralia, WA 98531 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us at: 360-736-5140
Transitional Housing Application
Prevention Application
Wilson Apartment Application

2006 Lewis County Continuum of Care Plan for the Homeless
Accomplishments:

Coordinated county wide homeless count

Increased emergency homeless shelter capacity from 32 emergency beds to 54 emergency beds. Two new shelter   sites, 20 beds for families with children and single women, 14 beds for single men

Distributed HB 2060 funds for emergency shelter operations and new affordable housing projects.

Distributed $160,000 of HB 2060 funds for Capital Building projects that meet requirements for number of low-income units and are eligible for Trust Fund.

Ten-Year Plan development participation

Goals	

The top three priorities based on the survey results are:  

Permanent Affordable Housing

Case Management for the Homeless

Transitional Shelter

The goals of the Continuum of Care Plan Include:

Encouraging the development of permanent affordable housing

Developing a funding strategy for increasing Case Management Services

Increased Capacity for Transitional Programs and Shelter
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Human Response Network
If you have questions about your options when dealing with domestic violence and/or sexual assault, or if you need to find a secure place to go, you can contact The Human Response Network 24 hours a day at: 
Chehalis: 360-748-6601 
East Lewis County: 360-496-2322
You can also check out their website by clicking the following link: 
	
http://www.hrnlc.org/ 
It’s confidential!

Department of Social and Health Services

Do you need to apply for state assistance, such as food stamps, medical or TANF?  If so follow this link to the : 

	The DSHS Chehalis Community Service Office. 


U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

Would you like information on homeownership, and affordable housing?  You can click on the following link that will take you straight to the HUD Website.

http://www.hud.gov/
Longview Housing Authority

Are you low income in one of the following Washington State Counties:  Cowlitz, Lewis, Wahkiakum or Pacific?

Are you finding that you are running into barriers while trying to buy a home due to your income, a disability or special need?

If so, click on the following link to get to the Longview Housing Authority Website:

http://www.longviewha.org/




The Salvation Army

The Salvation Army is a food bank, church, and provides outreach homeless services for Lewis County.  

http://www.redshield.org
American Red Cross

The American Red Cross is dedicated to helping people prepare for disasters as well as disaster relief services.  Other services include: blood services, helping military members and family stay in touch, health and safety services, international services, volunteer services and youth services.  

If you would like more information about the American Red Cross please click on the link below to go to their website:

http://www.redcross.org  
Lewis County WorkSource

WorkSource provides people with online collections of links to job listings, advice on resume writing, cover letters and job applications.  

WorkSource also provides employers with qualified employees by providing links to local and national job banks and allowing businesses to advertise themselves to job seekers. 

If you would like more information on Lewis County WorkSource please click below to go to their website.

http://www.wa.gov/esd/wslc/
Paratransit Services, Inc.

Paratransit assists in need people who live in rural areas with no means of transportation.  If you would like more information on Paratransit Services click on the following link to go directly to their website. 

http://www.paratransit.net


Twin Transit

Twin Transit is the bus system for Chehalis/Centralia.  For route information, bus fairs and any other information please click on the following link to go directly to their website. 

http://www4.localaccess.com/twintransit/index.htm


L.E.W.I.S. Mountain Hwy Transit

If you have any questions about Mountain Hwy Transit, or if you need information on routes, please call: 1-800-994-8899.
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Rebecca Ambrose, Executive Director:   rambrose@lewiscsp.org	

Carol Haun, Bookkeeper:    chaun@lewiscsp.org			

Talia Scott, Case Manager:    tscott@lewiscsp.org

Roby Rakes, Case Manager:    rrakes@lewiscsp.org

For General Information you can send an email to:   info@lewiscsp.org



Deacon Loren Lane, President

Reverend Ralph Carr

Dorothy Smith, Retired Homeless Advocate

Steve Carmick, Attorney-at-Law

Brett Mitchell, Reliable Enterprises Executive Director





2-1-1 

Do you need help but don't know where to turn?  2-1-1 is partnered with the Crisis Clinic Resource Network and operated by Behavioral Health Resources. 

Dial 2-1-1 

Rent Assistance
Counseling & Support Groups
Food & Clothing
Donations
And More. . . 

Or call: 877-246-19152
Please click the following link to open the Lewis County Community Services Directory.

Lewis County Community Services Directory
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The Adopt a Family Program is designed to match families with children from our Transitional Housing Program and from our family homeless shelter, with individuals or corporate sponsors who adopt the families for the holidays.  Most people enjoy helping to provide new clothes, toys and even a wonderful holiday dinner to those families that would otherwise not be able to celebrate the holidays due to the hardships of their financial situations.

The holidays can be a very devastating time for families with children.  Most of our families are either living in the family shelter or have just moved into housing through the Transitional Housing Program.  The families have little to no personal belongings, or are still trying to get back on their feet, so they are unable to afford items for the holiday season.

If you or your company would like to adopt a family for the holidays, or adopt a family to assist in setting up a household, please contact the Lewis County Shelter Program at: 360-736-5140.
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Message Board:

In our Family Shelter we currently have:

1 Single Bed Available

In our Men’s Shelter we currently have:

6 Beds Available

In the Wilson Apartments:

We are always accepting applications.  Please ask for details.  

Please check back daily or call 360-736-5140 from 9am—5pm, Monday—Friday for more information.  Please note that we do not hold reservations.  First come, first serve.
Lewis County Shelter Program

Coming Soon….







































































